Synthesis of morpholin-2-ones by chemoselective intramolecular rhodium-catalyzed reductive ring expansion of oxazolidines.
The rhodium-catalyzed reductive intramolecular ring expansion of N-(ethoxycarboxymethyl)oxazolidines was carried out under an atmosphere of carbon monoxide and hydrogen to afford N-methylmorpholin-2-ones in good to excellent yields.